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ADMINISTRATION

Superintendent
Walker Williams

Principal
Mitzi Cress

Associate Principal
Gregory Puccia

Associate Principal
Stephanie Scott

COUNSELING STAFF
Counselors
Kelly Baranick x289
baranickk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Graham Edwards x275
edwardsg@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Mary Fournier x272
fournier@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Heather Gerber x276
gerberh@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Adam Wolven x277
wolvena@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Katina Tzetzos x271
tzetzos@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Student Advocate Counselor
Christine Lopez x274
lopezc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
College Career Advisor
Terri Lewallen x287
lewallent@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
School Psychologist
Patricia Sullivan x282
sullivanp@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Financial Aid Specialist
Teri Koyanagi x267
koyanagit@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Registrar
Caroline Vierzba x280
vierzba@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Administrative Assistant
Tommye Jones  x279
jonest@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Support Staff
Margaret  Benson x270
bensonm@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Transcript Specialist
Gloria Juge x278
juge@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

PTSA
Lori Fan- PTSA President
plfan@cox.net
Monthly meetings – 4th Tuesday from 
September through May (No December). 
PTSA assists with registration, hospitality, 
student assemblies, parent education, and 
disaster preparedness programs. Provides 
funds for needed classroom/school supplies.

PARENTS ON CAMPUS
Parents on Campus volunteers help to 
provide a safe and caring environment for 
students during the lunch period.

Stephanie Scott
scotts@ pvpusd.k12.ca.us

BOOSTER CLUBS
Athletic Boosters 
John and Karen Cameron
kcameron20@verizon.net

Drama Boosters 
Rossana & John Powell
rossana_powell@hotmail.com 

Music Booster 
Sarah Badran
sbadran@chla.usc.edu

Visual Art Booster 
Brendan Karg
karg@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Multicultural Boosters 
Multicultural - Linda Moriwaki
moriwakil@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Chinese - Betty Torng
iwei88@hotmail.com

Korean - Teresa Choi
pvchoi@cox.net

CONTINUED ON BACK

GENERAL INFO CONTACTS &  RESOURCES
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PEER MENTOR
Panther Pals
Christine Lopez x274
lopezc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

The Peer Mentor Panther Pals Program 
provides incoming freshmen and new 
students with a peer mentor to ease the 
transition to high school at Peninsula High. 

AVID
Dr. Tim Coleman x615
coleman@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) is a program created to 
reach students in the middle with academic 
potential capable of completing a college 
preparatory path.  AVID places under-
achieving students in a rigorous curriculum 
and gives them the support to achieve 
in that curriculum.  It provides a team of 
students for positive peer identification, and 
it redefines the teacher’s role as student 
advocate.

STUDENT SERVICES

College and Career Center (The CCC)
Terri Lewallen x287
lewallent@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Teri Koyanagi x267
koyanagit@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

The College Career Center (CCC) introduces 
students to all the possibilities after high 
school and the resources available to get 
there. 

Library Media Center (LMC)
Cathy Willis – Librarian x602
willisc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

The Peninsula High School LMC offers a 
comprehensive selection  of print and 
electronic resources carefully selected to 
support the curriculum and foster a love of 
learning. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Cathryn Boyd x672
boydc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Skills For Independence Program
Betsy Fujinaga x234
fujinagab@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Susan Falkenbach x223
falkenbach@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Designed for students with developmental 
disabilities as identified in his/her Individual 
Education Plan.

Peer Mentor: Best Buddies Program
Betsy Fujinaga x234
fujinagab@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

The Peer Mentor Program and Best Buddies 
Program facilitate interaction between 
general education students and students 
with developmental disabilities.

504 Plans and IEPs
Cathryn Boyd x672
boydc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

A full range of services and accommodations 
designed to eliminate impediments to full 
participation by persons with disabilities.
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The PVPHS award-winning Arts Education 
Program offers a comprehensive curriculum 
of varied media and disciplines that enhance 
students’ overall learning experience.

Brendan Karg - Dept. Chair x213
karg@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Broadcast Journalism
Seth Cohen x667
cohens@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Produces “Eye on the Panther” campus news 
show.

Ceramics
James Meade x632
meadej@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Brendan Karg x213
karg@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Jamie Nyman x212
nymanj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

One of the most popular PVPHS electives--
provides students with an opportunity for 
creative expression and cognitive development.

Choral Music
Dan Doctor x233
doctord@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Award-winning 120-member PVPHS Choral 
Program.

Choreo Dance
Girls’ Choreo; Boys’ Choreo and Co-Ed 
Choreo
Kimi Hendrick x747
hendrickk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Heather Horn x807
hornh@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Study multiple dance disciplines with 
opportunities to work with professional 
dancers and participate in national and local 
competitions.

Digital Animation and Graphic Design
Tony Peluce x214
pelucet@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Hands-on experience with software used for 
image production and animation.

Drama
Seth Cohen x667
cohens@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Participate in productions, workshops and 
competitions.

Drawing and Painting
Jamie Nyman x212
nymanj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Explore and expand aesthetic perceptions 
and communicate ideas, feelings and values.

Instrumental Music
Fred Steiner x698
steinerf@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Award-winning program includes Orchestra, 
Jazz Band, Color Guard, Marching Band, 
Concert Band, and  Drum Line.

Photography
James Stiles x215
stilesj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Study photography as an art form and develop 
the skills to take and produce professional-
quality photos.

Sculpture
Jamie Nyman x212
nymanj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Work in clay, wood, paper, glass and metal 
media.

Video Production
Tony Peluce x214
pelucet@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Study all aspects of creating commercial 
films, documentary films, short movies, 
music videos, and news stories.

ARTS PERFORMING/VISUAL
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Performing Arts Pathways

Visual Art & Career Technical  Pathways

YEARBOOK 1 YEARBOOK 2 YEARBOOK 3 YEARBOOK 4

MULTIMEDIA
STORYTELLING

MULTIMEDIA
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES
Bruce Colin – English Dept. Chair x645
colinb@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Creative Writing
Bruce Colin x645 
Fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. 
Journalism
Katherine Crowley x652
crowleyk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Apply to be a staff writer for The Pen student 
newspaper.
Public Speaking
Seth Cohen x667
cohens@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Learn to debate, tell stories, or teach in front of 
an audience.
Mythology
Bruce Colin x645
colinb@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Study the myths and legends created by the 
Romans and Greeks.
Shakespeare
Seth Cohen x667
cohens@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Discover and understand Shakespeare in a fun 
environment.

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES
Colette Dunn – Social Studies Dept. Chair x252 
dunnc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Comparative Religion and Adv. Philosophy
Jim Maechling x733
Broaden your understanding of people, spiritual 
traditions and global cultures.

International Relations
Jim Dimitriou x785
dimitriou@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Study foreign affairs and relations among 
international states. 
Psychology and Psychology AP
John Wheeler x664
wheeler@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Psychology is a one-semester course open to 
students of all grade levels, while Psychology 
AP is a two-semester college-level course that 
prepares students for the AP exam.

Student and the Law
Lomita Sheriff’s Deputy Epp
Learn about the legal system and citizen’s rights.

THE HUMANITIES BLOCK
World History Honors/English 1 Honors
Mindy Glassy-Webster x234
websterm@pvpusd.k12.ca.us 
Kate Peters x706 
petersk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us 
Christine Logan x613
loganc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
An enriching integrated course designed to 
show students the brilliant partnership between 
History and English. Students are well-prepared 
for the European History AP and English 2 
Honors block.

European History AP/English 2 Honors
Don Frazier x207
frazierd@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Jill Verenkoff x799
verenkoffj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Provides a deeper study of European history 
from feudal times and the Renaissance through 
modern times. Prep for  college-level Advanced 
Placement examinations in the humanities.

US History AP/English 3 Honors
Colette Dunn x252
dunnc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Tim Coleman x615
coleman@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
This comprehensive two-hour block blends the 
timeline of American History and the chronology 
of American Literature.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD)
English Language Development (ELD)
Anne Marie Voegtlin x705
voegtlina@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
The ELD program provides access to the 
California Content Standards while developing 
the English speaking, writing and reading 
skills of English Language Learner students.

ACADEMICS HUMANITIES
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English Language Arts Pathway

Social Science Pathway

*Community College Courses at PVPHS (Subject to Community College Funding) 
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ACADEMICS

Jessica Ashenden - Dept. Chair x241 
ashendenj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Chinese
Grace Anderson x701 
andersonc@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Chinese 1 
Chinese 2
Chinese 3
Chinese 3 Honors
Chinese Advanced Placement
Be prepared for a career in international 
business by learning the Chinese language 
and culture. Over 24,000 students in the 
United States are enrolled in Chinese      
language courses.

French
Jazz Thompson x253 
thompsja@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
French 1
French 2
French 3
French 3 Honors
French 4
French Language Advanced Placement
 
French is an official language of the UN, 
the Olympics Games and the European 
Economic Community. There are over 500 
French businesses in the United States.

Japanese
Sachiko Gunde x726 
gundes@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Sachiko Iwami 
iwamis@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Japanese 1
Japanese 2
Japanese 3
Japanese 3 Honors
Japanese 4
Japanese Language Advanced Placement
Japan continues to be a strong United 
States trade partner. Students learn both 
Hiragana and Katakana writing systems.

2011-12

Latin
Jessica Ashenden x241 
ashendenj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Latin 1
Latin 2
Latin 3
Latin 3 Honors 
Latin 4
Latin Advanced Placement
Improve those SAT scores! PVPHS Latin 
offers students attendance at the state 
convention and participation in the Na-
tional Latin Exam.

Spanish
Rosalia Orlando x242 
orlandor@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Spanish 1 
Spanish 2
Spanish 2 MCR (meets college requirements) 
Spanish 3
Spanish 3 Honors
Spanish 3 MCR (meets college requirements)
Spanish 4
Spanish Language Advanced Placement
Spanish Literature Advanced Placement
Spanish 5
The US is the fifth largest Spanish speaking 
community in the world with 28.1 million 
people who speak Spanish in the home. 
PVPHS offers an extensive five years of 
study in Spanish in a wide range of strands, 
including Honors, AP and MCR.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
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Foreign Language Pathways
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ELECTIVES
PUBLICATIONS
Web Page Production (PVPHS.COM)
Hassan Twiet x650
twieth@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Students keep the school website content 
and design current.

Journalism 2, 3, and 4 (The Pen school 
newspaper)
Katherine Crowley x652
crowleyk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Write for the school newspaper while learning 
layout, production, and the business of 
running  a publication.
 Yearbook (The Pantera)
Katherine Crowley x652
crowleyk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
Become part of the team for one of the 
nation’s largest yearbooks while learning to 
compile content, design, and photos using 
the latest production technologies.
 
COMPETITIONS
Award-winning programs give students the 
opportunity to  travel, compete and problem-
solve at the highest levels.

Academic Decathlon
Alicia Foulk x676
foulk@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
 Model United Nations
Jim Dimitriou x785
dimitriou@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
 Mock Trial
Greg Puccia x273
pucciag@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Cyber Patriots
Hassan Twiet x650
twieth@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Teen Court
Season Pollock x220
pollocks@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Solar Boat
Jim Hescox
jimhescox@chyten.com

2011-12

FOR FUN
Culinary Arts
Anne Leonard x612
leonarda@pvpusd.k12.ca.us
 
Driver Education
Mike Liebig x731
liebig@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Advanced Projects
Greg Puccia x273
pucciag@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Study independently with one of our teachers 
and take learning beyond the classroom.

Leadership (Elected and appointed offices)
Season Pollock x220
pollocks@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

ATHLETICS
Wendell Yoshida
Athletic Director X692
yoshida@pvpusd.k12.ca.us 

Top-ranking  sports teams:

185 League Titles
39 CIF Titles
8 State Championships
4 National Championships

ELECTIVES,  EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
& SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

PVPHS.COM/INCOMING

Baseball
Basketball (B/G) 
Cheer Squad
Choreo Dance (B/G)
Color Guard		
Cross Country (B/G)    
Drill Dance                   	
Equestrian
Football
Golf (B/G)
Lacrosse (B/G)

Pep Squad
Soccer (B/G) 
Softball               	
Surfing
Swimming (B/G)             	
Tennis (B/G)  
Track (B/G)       	
Water Polo (B/G)    
Wrestling 	            	
Volleyball (B/G)



SOCIAL ACTIVITIES & CLUBS

-Over 150 academic, service & unique clubs 
including National Honor Society, California 
Scholarship Federation, Key Club, Black 
Student Union, Engineering and Computer 
Science Club, Digital Art and Design Club, 
Girls Service Club, Interact, UNICEF, Ski and 
Snowboard Club, Badminton Club, and 
Ping Pong Club.

-Back to School Dance

-Homecoming Week

-Lunchtime pep rallies & class competitions 

-Lunchtime music performances

-Movie & Coffee House Nights

-Winter Formal & Gym Dances

-Senior Week

-Prom  

SERVICE ACTIVITIES

PVPHS Annual Walk for Life

PVPHS Annual Blood Drive 

Willenberg - Peninsula’s exchange program 
with Willenberg--a school for students with 
severe disabilities.

PARTNERSHIPS

Internships
Heather Gerber x276
gerberh@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Through the support of local organizations, 
businesses, corporations and service-
providers, Peninsula High offers a model 
Internship Program. Internship experiences 
provide students with a foundation of 
knowledge in their chosen career path.

Work Experience
Heather Gerber x276
gerberh@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Students receive a grade and elective credit 
while gaining real-world work experience.

Pep Squad
Soccer (B/G) 
Softball               	
Surfing
Swimming (B/G)             	
Tennis (B/G)  
Track (B/G)       	
Water Polo (B/G)    
Wrestling 	            	
Volleyball (B/G)

Community College Partnerships
Greg Puccia x273
pucciag@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Through strong partnerships with Harbor 
College and El Camino College, PVPHS 
provides students with a “head-start” on 
college courses right on campus all year 
around.

SoCal Roc Partnership (Education With A Purpose)
Terri Lewallen x287
lewallent@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

SoCal Roc provides funding for the following 
PVPHS courses. Free bus transportation is 
provided for courses at the Torrance campus.

Computer Science AP
Culinary Arts
Digital Animation
Webpage Production
Digital Photography
Graphic Design
Video Production
Aerospace Engineering
Civil Engineering and Architecture 
Digital Electronics
Engineering Design And Development
Introduction to Engineering Design
Principles of Engineering



ACADEMICS MATH & SCIENCE
2011-12

Peninsula High’s prestigious math and 
science programs are geared to meet the 
needs of students to be successful at all 
levels--from the basics to AP Scholars 
and beyond. PVPHS was named a 2011 
US News & World Report Top 100 Math/
Science high school. Science research 
and other special projects such as SMERT 
(Science-Math-Engineering-Robotics-
Technology) give students the opportunity 
to apply the classroom to the real world 
with consistent state, national, and inter-
national accolades that have resulted in 
acceptances to premier colleges including 
Harvard, Yale, MIT, Princeton, USC, UCLA, 
Stanford, and more.

MATH 

Mike Lehault - Math Dept. Chair x265
lehaultm@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Algebra 1
Algebra 2 
Algebra 2 Honors
Algebra 2 MCR (Meets College Requirements)

Essentials of Algebra  A & B 

Geometry
Geometry Honors
Geometry MCR (Meets College Requirements)

Pre-Calculus
Pre-Calculus With Limits
Pre-Calculus Honors

Calculus
Calculus AB AP
Calculus BC AP
Advanced Calculus

Computer Science A AP
 
Functions, Trigonometry, Statistics

Statistical Analysis
Statistical Analysis AP

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
Judy Adams-Smith - Science Dept. Chair x240
smithj@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

Biology 1
Biology 1 Honors
Biology AP

Chemistry 1
Chemistry 1 Honors
Chemistry AP

Developmental Physiology and Sports 
Medicine

Earth Science

Environmental Science AP

Life Science

Marine Biology
Marine Biology Honors

Physics
Physics B AP
Physics C AP

Physiology and Anatomy

Science Research

ENGINEERING

Aerospace Engineering
Civil Engineering and Architecture 
Digital Electronics
Engineering Design And Development
Introduction to Engineering Design
Principles of Engineering
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SMERT  -  Science-Math-Engineering-Robotics-Technology
This is where academic classes meet the real world. SMERT is designed 
to inspire students to pursue careers in engineering, science, technology, 
and design,providing real-world, hands-on experiences. Students are 
exposed to a variety of engineering fields, scientific principles, mathematic 
concepts and communication skills through individual and team projects 
using state-of-the-art computer labs and software. Students will learn 
how to demonstrate various principles through classroom interaction, 
laboratory experiments, and competitions at the state and national levels.
CONTACT: Hassan Twiet X650 twieth@pvpusd.k12.ca.us

SMERT COURSES & PROGRAMS
SCIENCE Science Olympiad

Science Research “All Categories”
Science Bowl
Ocean Science Bowl
Chemistry Olympiad

MATH 8 Pathways for Success
Math Club Competitions

ENGINEERING Introduction to Engineering Design*
Digital Design*
Civil Engineering & Architecture*
Engineering Design & Development*
Solar Boat “Building & Racing” Team
JETS Team (Junior Engineering Technical Society) 

ROBOTICS Basic Robotics*
Advanced Robotics*
First Robotics Competition Team
Robotics Academy

TECHNOLOGY Web Design & Production
Computer Science AP “Java”
Advanced Computer Science “Java”
Digital Animation
Video Production
Digital Photography
(Adobe CS4, Final Cut, I-Movie, Flash, HTML, Java, Basic)

*All “Project Lead the Way” (PLTW) Engineering classes receive high school credit and 
are eligible for college credit.

Partnerships: PVP Education Foundation, Honda Foundation, El Camino College, 
Raytheon and Boeing.


